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Unlike many similar short-stay programs that are largely English-language centered, the
UW-L Short-Stay Program is unique in that it is designed to not only give students a chance
to practice “survival” English in a formal setting during their stay in Wisconsin, but it also
allows for ample occasions to experience the U.S. educational system firsthand by touring
schools and observing classes. During their three-week stay in the United States, UTEF
students visit kindergartens, elementary, junior and senior high schools, as well as observe
university classes.

This program is truly cross-cultural and interactive because UTEF short-stay participants

have an opportunity to interact with American students directly by instructing them about
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Japanese culture through demonstrations of origami, shodo, and o-dori. In addition, a
number of community-based events and activities are planned along with sightseeing of local
places of interest. Positioned in the northern region of the Midwest in the United States, La
Crosse is a quaint city surrounded by beautiful bluffs and the mighty Mississippi River where
old-fashioned riverboats can be seen cruising along the river.

This program emphasizes “cross-cultural education” through observation and interaction.
A pre-departure orientation is offered over several months to prepare students for the
program. UTEF students are assigned specific tasks and work in groups to prepare the
Japanese cultural components to introduce to their American counterparts.

Upon the successful completion of the UW-L Short-Stay Program, students will receive two
UTEF credits. Students are expected to prepare a “cross-cultural portfolio” (one half of it to
be Japan-based and completed before departing for the United States; the other half to be
completed during the program using inspiration from their experience in the United States).

I encourage any UTEF student who is interested in comparative-education and who is
curious to experience a foreign culture to apply to this program. Every year I chaperone the
group, and over the years I have truly enjoyed watching UTEF students expand their
international understanding about culture and education through their experience on this
short-stay program.

Professor Todd Jay Leonard
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httpst/iwww.fukuoka-edu.ac.jp/interchange/studying_abroad/experiences.html
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